
 

 
FY 20 Appropriations 

December 20, 2019 

Congress passed a spending package to fund the federal government for fiscal 2020. 
Labor-HHS-Ed Appropriations includes positive news for the disability community. This 
avoided another Continuing Resolution or government shutdown. A reminder of 
process: this bill was voted by the whole House, then the Senate, with the final step of 
the President signing it. Reminder of terms: a federal appropriation is the act of setting 
aside a part of the federal budget to a specific program or use. 

AUCD’s Appropriation Advocacy 
 
AUCD works directly to advocate for the following budget lines: 
 
University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, 
Research and Service (UCEDDs)  

FY 18  
(in millions) 

FY19 AUCD FY20 Ask FY20 

$40.6 $40.6 $43.5 $41.619* 

*The agreement includes $1,000,000 to establish a pilot program to support 
partnerships between existing University Centers for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities and highly-qualified, non-profit service providers to develop models that offer 
individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and their families with 
community-based adult transition and daytime services to support independent living.  
 
Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND) 

FY 18  
(in millions) 

FY19 AUCD FY20 Ask FY20 

$32 $33.5 $35,245,159 $35,245,000  

 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development (NICHD) 

FY19 FY20 

$1,506,458,000 $1,556,879,000 

 
Projects of National Significance 

FY 18  
(in millions) 

FY19 AUCD FY20 Ask FY20 

$12 $12 $14 $12.25 

 

https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=257
https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=257
https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=257
https://www.aucd.org/template/page.cfm?id=257


 
Additional Programs of Note 

 
AUCD works in a variety of efforts to support diverse appropriation priorities that touch 
the lives of people with disabilities, including:   
 
Healthcare Extenders:  

• The package includes a 5-month reauthorization of the Money Follows the 
Person (MFP) and Spousal Impoverishment through May 22, 2020. This 
means that permanent reauthorization remains an option, which would not have 
been the case had they done a 2- or 3-year extension. We expect Congress to 
pass a healthcare extenders package as part of a larger healthcare, drug pricing, 
and surprise medical billing package in May, to include MFP, HCBS Spousal 
Impoverishment protections, and several other extenders.  

• The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) was 
reauthorized for 10 years and included a positive change for our community - the 
addition of intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) as an explicit priority 
for research. Since PCORI’s creation, AUCD has been actively engaged in 
ensuring that PCORI identified people with disabilities as a population 
experiencing disparities, therefore prioritizing research to improve their care. This 
provision will ensure that merit reviewers specifically prioritize funding for projects 
related to IDD. We are excited to work with PCORI to bring together stakeholders 
early in 2020 to identify the most important and useful research questions that 
they should be funding related to IDD. 

 
Healthcare Taxes:  

• The agreement repeals the excise tax on high-cost health plans, or the “Cadillac 
tax,” which was one of the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) major cost-control 
elements. There are some legitimate concerns about the tax as it was designed, 
yet repealing the Cadillac tax creates expected reduction in revenues by 
hundreds of billions of dollars over the next ten years.   

• The agreement provides two years of additional Medicaid funding for Puerto 
Rico and the other territories, which is short of the four years of funding that 
lawmakers had previously agreed to on a bipartisan basis. 

 
Developmental Disabilities Act:  
 
Developmental Disability Councils  

FY19 
(in millions) 

FY20 

$76 $78 

 
 
 



 
Protection and Advocacy  

FY19 
(in millions) 

FY20 

$40.7 $40.784 

 
Education:  
 
Early Intervention Programs (Part C)  

FY19 FY20 

$201,079,000 $201,079,000 

 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Action (Part B) 

FY19 FY20 

$12,364,392 $12,764,392 

 
 
Postsecondary Program for Students with Intellectual Disabilities  

FY19 
(in millions) 

FY20 

$11.8 $11.8 

 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act:  
 
Independent Living Programs 

FY19 FY20 

$116,183,000 $116,183,000 

 
National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research 
(NIDILRR)  

FY19 FY20 

$108,970,000 $111 970,000 

 
Assistive Technology Programs 

FY19 
(in millions) 

FY20 

$36 $37 

 
Office of Disability Employment Policy 

FY19 FY20 

$38,203,000 $38,500,000 

 
Health Resources and Services Administration: 



 
 
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant  

FY19 FY20 

$677,700,00 $687,700,000 

 
National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities  
 
Disability & Health  

FY19 
(in millions)  

FY20 

$30 $33 

 
Autism  

FY19 
(in millions)  

FY20 

$23.1 $23.1 

 
Health and Development for People with Disabilities  

FY19 
(in millions)  

FY20 

$62.66 $67.66 

 
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome  

FY19 
(in millions)  

FY20 

$2 $2.5 

 
 


